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DEDICATION, 
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To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


TREE happy Event of your MajesTrY's 


Recovery claims not only the joyful, but alſo the 


devout and laſting Remembrance of all your Subjects. 
They have atteſted their Joy by unexampled Tokens 


of Attachment to your ſacred Perſon and Loyalty to 


your Government, Never was any National Event 


A celebrated 


[vi 1 
celebrated with ſuch uNIiVERSAL AND HEARTFELT SA- 


TISFACTION, by all Ranks, from the higheſt to the 


loweſt. 


NeiTHER have they been unmindful of that Tri- 


bute of rELIGIOoUs GraTiITUDE to Heaven, which the 


Event ſo | juſtly demands —— and which it is the 1 


peculiar Duty of my Profeſhon to cheriſh and ſtrive 


to PET petuate. 


IT is on this Principle, that I am defirous, with 
all Humility, to lay at yours MajtsTy's Feet, a 


Diſcourſe, preached on THAT MosT Haepy OCCASION, 


Tyre Obſcurity of its Author, and its own Im- 
perfections, might have dictated its Suppreſſion. But 


the MacNITUDE of THE EVENT, which ſeems to call 


upon 


* 
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Ef 
pon every loyal Subject to teſtify his zealous At- 


achment, and make an humble Tender of his fincere 


0 ongratulations — and vou Majssry's known Con- 


F leſcenſion —— have outweighed all other Conſiderations, 


d determined me to ſend it into the World, un- 


er the Sanction of Yours MajtsTvy's Iuftrious Name. 


DepicaTions, SIRE, are. often rendered nauſeous 


Sy fulſome Adulation : and even juſt Praiſe is not 
4 Iways acceptable to the beſt Minds. Therefore, 
\ hough the public and private Virtues which have 


deſervedly enthroned yvouR MajesTY in the HEARTS 


dF YOUR PEoPLE, afford a copious Theme for the 


Watter, I will not preſume to approach with an 


Offering which is often counterfeited — often moſt 
aviſhed upon Characters moſd oppoſite to that of 


OUR MaJtsTyY. 
THAT 
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TraT voux Majzsry may long thus reign, in 


Health, Happineſs and Peace, — bleſſed with the 


2 


Crown of theſe Realms to the End of Time; 


the devout Prayer of 


Your MAlE STS 
Moſt loyal and dutiful Subject, 


And obedient Servant, 


l 77 THOMAS LANCASTER. 


. 


i THESSALONIANS, Chap. v. Ver. 18. 
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In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of 


9 God in Chrift Jeſus concerning you. 


= : 
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f Ir is a remarkable and very engaging peculiarity of 
; the holy Religion we profeſs, that the duties which are 
performed with the greateſt pleaſure, are moſt frequent- 
, ly and urgently preſſed upon us. This is a plain proof, 
both that our Religion is from God — and that he, 
in giving it to us, intended our Happineſs. | 
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This remark is in a ſingular manner verified in the 
ſublime and raviſhing duties of Praiſe. and Thankſgiving 
to God, for general and particular mercies. No duty is 
diſcharged with ſuch obvious pleaſure and glowing ſatis- 
faction. It ſeems ſufficient for its own reward, if there 
were no other. And no duty is more frequently urged 
upon Chriſtians. Not an Epiſtle of St. Paul is without 
admonitions to it. 'The other inſpired penmen of the 
New Teſtament ſtrongly recommend it. And our bleſ- 
ſed Maſter himſelf commands it on all proper occaſions. 
Moreover, the rapturous effuſions of the holy Pſalmiſt, 
of Moſes, and of all the Prophets, plainly ſhew, that 


this was the moſt fervent and edifying duty of Re- 
ligion, under the Moſaic diſpenſation alſo. 

Duly impreſſed with ſuch conſiderations, I can readily 
believe, that all you, who are aſſembled here this day, 
have met, with thankful hearts, joyfully to celebrate 
an happy event, which deſerves to be recorded, and for 


ever remembered, as a lively inſtance of God's wonderful 


providential mercy to all the people of this land. 
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W Let us now, if you pleaſe, conſider the Duty of 
L hankfulneſs, as it is recommended in the Text: 
f every thing give thanks; for this is the will of God 
4 ; Chrift Feſus concerning you. 

9 The practice of many Chriſtians unhappily con- 
Ines their Thankſgivings to great and rare occaſions: 
Put every thing we enjoy, we enjoy from the bleſſing 
pf God: conſequently, it becomes us, agreeably to this 
Idmonition of the Apoſtle, In every thing to give 


l hanks. 
And the Reaſon for which he calls upon us #7 every 
Ving to give thanks, eſtabliſhes our obligation to the 


8 | IP 
Wuty of Thankſgiving, on a very deep and firm foun- 
IF 


Hation. For this (ſays he) is the will of God in Chrift 


eſus concerning you. Thus he makes it an indiſpen- 
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4 ible Chriſtian duty. He wiſhes us to pay our Thankſ- 


Pivings, on all occaſions, from a Principle of Grati- 
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| - ude to God, for the mercies and bleſſings procured 
And conveyed to us through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 
WT his, I conceive to be clearly implied in the Apoſtle's 
l Expreſſion; 


1 6 % ö y a Y 
K ˙ % „„ „ 


1 


Expreſſion; and my idea is confirmed by the * 9 
of a ſimilar caſe in the Old Teſtament. 1 


If we look back to the delivery of the Law, by 
the hand of Moſes, to the Children of Iſrael at Mount 
Sinai, we ſhall find that God prefaced the Ten Com- 1 


mandments with theſe remarkable words; * I am Wm 
Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of tb 
land of Egypr, out of the houſe of bondage. This“ 4 
amounts to as much as if he had ſaid, „As I have 


. 


f 
delivered you out of a ſtate of ſlavery, and WAS 
you from the tyranny of thoſe who ruled you with ex- q 
treme rigour, and oppreſſed you unmercifully : the re- 


return I require of you, is your obedience to the com- 


mands I am about to lay down, for the regulation of 1 
your conduct towards me, and towards one another.” 3 
Thus, God demanded the obedience of the Iſraelites to 1 
his commands, on the Principle of Gratitude for great 


favours done to them. 


as Exodus XX. 2, 
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Now Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Saviour, inſtead of a 
q W-<=poral, effected a ſpiritual Deliverance for us. In- 
ſtead of the ſlavery of Egypt, he hath redeemed us 
3 om the flavery of Sin! Inſtead of proud Pharaoh 


unth 
tyrannizing over unreſiſting captives, he hath vanquiſh- 


om ed our arch- enemy, Satan; and delivered us from the 


8 deſtruction of eternal Death! This is an obligation 
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© conferred on Chriſtians by their Saviour, of infinitely 
* importance, than a deliverance from temporal 


bondage and captivity. lt demands, therefore, pro- 


my portionably greater exertions of Gratitude from us to 
nl 9 our adorable Redeemer. And he has thereby acquired 
re- 1 the greateſt right to demand our attention to our duty, 
285 , in all its branches, on the Principle of Gratitude for 


the unſpeakable favours and bleſſings he has beſtowed 
upon, and procured to us. 
Well, therefore, might the Apoſtle ſtir up his Chriſ. 


tian converts, as well, generally, to the practice of 


every duty; as particularly, in every thing to give thanks, 
4 C from 


( 10 ) 
from a conviction that zhis is the will of God in Chriſt 


Jeſus concerning them. And well may all, who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, be urged to the exerciſe of con- 
tinual Thankſgiving, in gratitude to God for their Re- 
demption by Chriſt Jeſus! For in him we have all 
things pertaining to life and godlineſs——all that is 
needful to our preſent comfort, and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. 

This comprehenſive principle applies, in common, to 
all Chriſtians, at all times, even under the moſt unfa- 
vourable outward circumſtances. 

Who, then, does not ſee that its application to us q 
of, this favoured land, is made much ſtronger, by the 4 
various bleſſings and privileges enjoyed by us, but denied 
to others; and eſpecially by the never-to-be-forgotten 
Mercy, for which we are this day aſſembled, to offer up 
our devout and joyful Thankſgivings to the God of all 


comforts ? 
Let us reflect a little on the extent of this duty—— 
think on the particular Mercy we are now met to 


celebrate 
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Wcaven, 


The duty of Thankſgiving is of continual obliga- 


The "A moment, 
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4 Wicbrate—and conſider how we may exhibit the moſt. 
ely and laſting teſtimony of our Gratitude to 


4 on. And the occaſions of Thankfulneſs are perhaps: 
Pore numerous than our minds can well comprehend. 
ot a day, nor an hour, goes over our heads, without 
4 reſenting to each of us, many occaſions of Thankful- 
4 eſs. In the morning, what a fine field have we for 
4 e diſplay of Thankfulneſs, when we recolle& our 
J reſervation from all the horrors and dangers of dark- 
1 eſs? In the evening, conſider how many perſons daily 
f All ſacrifices to thoſe diſaſters, which we call acci- 
[ 8 eat contemplate your own eſcapes; and you will, 
] truſt, ſee great reaſon for Thankfulneſs to the mer- 
Fiful power who has conducted you through the day 
1 ſafety. As often as you receive the refreſhment of 


Incat and drink, think on the thouſands who are, at 


agonizing under the diſtreſſes of 


1 unger and thirſt; and you will, doubtleſs, be thank- 
> 


ful 
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your raiment— think of thoſe who are ſhivering with 


( 38 } 
ful to him who ſuſtains you with food. Contempllard 


4 
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cold and nakedneſs ; and be thankful to him who hal 


made ſo merciful a diſtinction in your favour. Conſidei 
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the comforts of your habitation : then turn your eye 


upon the deſtitute, homeleſs wanderer, who hath not 
| I 
where to lay his head; and though your habitation be 


poor, you muſt thankfully acknowledge, that it is a great 1 


4 
deal better than none. Numerous as theſe os ; 


of Thankfulneſs are, they are far from being all thath 3 
exiſt, Every enjoyment, every occurrence, Nay every} 


circumſtance, when properly attended to, will furniſh 


the merciful Giver of all good things; either on a4 


ample ſcope for the exerciſe of our Thankfulneſs t 


. T 


ſpiritual, or on a temporal account. Every bielſing 


of Heaven, whether it regards our individual, our {of 


47 
AY 
cial, our religious, or our political ſtate, is to be 


conſidered as an effect of the divine bounty to us 3 


and, as ſuch, claims our particular Thanks, andl 


warmeſt acknowledgments. | 


1 


Reflect, for inſtance, on the mercy we are now 


I met to celebrate. 

That our moſt gracious and beloved Sovereign was 
lately afflicted with a moſt alarming and hopeleſs diſorder, 
. a truth well known to us all. Our prayers were 
4 offered up for his recovery. And, I believe, it is no 
more than juſtice to the devotion and loyalty of his 
ſubjects, to ſay, that they were offered up with a 
degree of fervency and unanimity very rarely equal- 
led. We were, I truſt, profitably humbled before 
God, at the proſpe& of the evils that might poſſibly 


ariſe to us, by a King, ſo beloved, and ſo deſerving 
Y of our love, being ſnatched ſo ſuddenly away from his 


people. 

It hath pleaſed God, in the abundance of his 
mercy and goodneſs, to hear our prayers; and our 
King is now perfetly reſtored to himſelf, and to 
us ;—— contrary to all expectation, —and in a manner 
little leſs than miraculous. 

Now for this ſignal Mercy, we owe to the King 
of Kings our unfeigned and heart-felt Thank ſgivings, 
and our continual care to approve ourſelves laſtingly 


D grateful 
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Lord's doing; and it is marvellous, and precious too, 
in our eyes. + The Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. || Now, therefore, fland ſtill, that 
T may reaſon with you before the Lord, of all the 
righteous acts of the Lord, which he did to you and 
your fathers. 8 Happy art thou, O Iſrael, who is like 
unto thee, O people, ſaved by the Lord p.—Therefore, 
+ O come, let us fing unto the Lord; let us heartily 


rejoice in the ſtrength of our ſalvation. Let us come before 


his preſence with Thankſgiving, and ſbew ourſelves glad in 


a great King above all Gods. + Now know IT, that the 
Lord belpeth his Anointed ; aud will hear him from his 
holy Heaven: even with the wholeſome ſtrength of his 
right hand. Some put their truſt in chariots, and ſome in 
horſes ; but we will remember the name of the Lord our 
God. * The King ſhall rejoice in thy firength, O Lord: 
exceeding glad ſhall he be of thy ſalvation. Thou haſt 


„ Pſal. cxviii. 23. f cxxvi. 3. 4 1 Sam. xil. 7. § Deut. xxxlii. 29. 


al xcv. 1, 2, 3. 1 x. 6, 7. ® xx. 1, 2, 3, 4 5. Os 7. 


groen 


grateful for a bleſſing ſo much defired. * This. is the Wil 


him with Pſalms. For the Lord is a great God, and 


(287: 


. him bis heart's de efire, and haſt not denied him 
be Ln of his lips. For thou ſhalt prevent him 
| ith the bleſſings of Goodneſs, and ſhalt ſet a crown 
1 pure Gold upon his Head. He aſted life of thee, 
> thou gaveſs him a long life: even for ever and 


Wer. His honour is great in thy ſalvation; Glory and 
ea, I. onſbip ſhalt thou lay upon him. For thou 
I LL! give him everlaſting Felicity, and make Bim glad 


7 1 th the joy of thy countenance. And why? becauſe 
King putterh his Truſt in the Lord: And in the 
1 lerey of the Moſt Higheſt he ſhall not miſcarry. 


1 
1 The overflowing joy of your hearts on the happy 
[ 


caſion of this Solemnity, does, I am perſuaded, keep 
1 ill pace with my own. You will not, therefore, want 
uch perſuaſion to unite with me in + praiſing the 
f ord for his Goodneſs, and declaring the Wonders that 
WS 4ve:h for us, the moſt favoured among the children 
| men. — Only we muſt remember, that the Thankſ- 
] Poing dye to our Almighty Protector and beſt Bene- 
dor, ought not to terminate with this day, ap- 


+ Pſal. cvii. 8, 


pointed 


( 16 ) 
pointed for the purpoſe. We muſt ſtrive to render 
a thankful temper of mind habitual to us. It wil 
greatly promote our happineſs. It will lead us tf 
delight in drawing near to God: and it will gra 
dually prepare us for Heaven, where all is joy, 
harmony, and praiſe, 

And, as a Day of Thankſgiving 1s particularly fa- 
vourable to innocent Chearfulneſs and Mirth, we muſt 
be particularly careful to guard this, and every ſuc- 
ceeding day, againſt allowing our mirth to fly oflfi 
into thoſe extravagant ſallies and intemperate indul- 
gencies, which have ſometimes diſgraced Solemnities o 
this kind; and which, whenever they take place, 
convert the Feſtival, into, what 1s furtheſt from it 
intention, an Occaſion of Sin. God grant that ſuch 


a horrid perverſion may ever be far from every one 


of us! 
Rather let us think of teſtifying our Gratitude to 


Heaven, by uſing our moſt hearty endeavours to pro- 


mote true Religion and Virtue. 


I | That 
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That leading principle of Goodwill towards men, 


derlf 
vil wich which our bleſſed Saviour's birth was announ+ 
te ced to the world, and which ſtrongly characteriſes his 


ra 
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Religion, renders it incumbent upon Chriſtians at all 
times to ſtudy and practiſe every thing that can ad- 
vance either the ſpiritual or temporal intereſts of their 
Fellow-Men. And the diſtinguiſhed benevolence and 
humanity of Britons can never be more illuſtriouſſy 
| brought into action, than at this time, when the re- 


membrance of our beloved Sovereign's Reſtoration to 


Health, and to the Exerciſe of his Government, would 


be moſt becomingly perpetuated to Poſterity, by the 
erection of ſome beneficial Eſtabliſhment, which might | 


bear the Memorial of NATIONAL AND CHRISTIAN GRAN 
TITUDE, to the end of time. My preſent limits will not 
allow me to be large on this head. T herefore, I can 
but barely mention an Eſtabliſhment, which has within 
theſe few years had its beginning in this nation. I 
mean the Sunday Schools. Would God they could 


be made general on this auſpicious Occaſion | I know 


of no undertaking that promiſes ſo well, with ſuit- 


E able 


( 18 ) | 
able cultivation, under the Divine Aid, to ſtem the | 
torrent of prevailing Impiety, They are encouraged | | 
by the moſt worthy, the moſt ſacred, and the moſt ele- 
vated characters amongſt us: and I ſhould feel myſelf 41 
ſingularly happy in being called upon to co-operate 
with your benevolent views, towards their Eſtabliſh- 40 
ment in this Pariſh. 

However, this, we. muſt remember, is not the only 
way in which it is poſſible for us to promote true 
Religion and Virtue, in gratitude to Heaven for the 
Reſtoration of our King; and for all the the ſpiritual 
and temporal Bleſlings we enjoy.——Our advice, our 
reproofs, our encouragement, and above all, our ex- 
ample, are means by which it is in our power to 
encourage the growth of Piety and Morality, 

To this end, let us apply our continual care to adorn 
the Religion we profeſs, by leading lives ſuitable thereto. 

This, my dear F cllow-Chriftians; is the leading point 
of all others. This muſt vindicate our Feſtival, and 


give it a laſting grace in the eyes of both God and 


Man. Indeed, without this, it can be accounted no 


better 
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(13 
a better than a ſolemn mockery of that awful Being, 
j to whom we pretend to offer up our Thankſgivings. 
Por it is certain, no bad man can be fincere in giv- 
ing T hanks, or in performing any other act of hom- 
| age to God, ſo long as he continues bad. The very 
ac of giving Thanks, implies a ſenſibility of God's 
goodneſs, and a deſire of his favour, 

Therefore, the Concluſion of the whole is this; let 


every man put away the evil of his doings, and from 


this time forward walk before the Lord in Wewneſs 
| of life. We have all of us hererofore ſeen many af- 


oY fictions, that have fallen upon us both ſingly, and as 
a nation. God hath, at various times, humbled our 
> Wl wickedneſs with ſundry viſitations. And (to uſe the 
words of Ezra) After all that hath come upon us for 
our evil deeds ——ſceing that our God hath puniſhed us leſs 
than our iniquities have deſerved, and hath given us 
ſuch a Deliverance as this: ſhould we again break his 


Commandments, would he not be angry with us, till he 


had conſumed us ? 


* Ezra ix. 13, 14. 5 p 
cretore, 


(20) 

Therefore, my Brethren, avail yourſelves of this hap- 
fy t#me when God, by his precious Mercies, invites and 
allures you to ſeek after the things that belong to your 


peace. Seek him now, when he is ready to be found 


of you. Pray for his grace to renew you in the 
ſpirit of your minds. © Taſte, and ſee; how delighful it 
is to keep God's Commandments. Live in your duty. 
Live to God, and to your own Happineſs. 80 ſhall your 
Praiſes and Thankeſgivings, your Ptayers and Services 


aſcend acceptably to God the Father, thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and through the bleſſed Aid of 
the Holy Ghoſt, g ooo 


- 


To whom, Three Perſons, © but One God, let us 
now aſcribe, as is moſt due, all Hbntür and Glory, 
Praiſe and T hinkſgiving, from this time forth for 


evermore. Amen. 


